
 
 

 
 

The MSMR Annual Meeting of Members 
June 24, 2016 

Colonnade Hotel, Boston, MA 
10:00 am to noon 

 
Call to order 
 
Agenda 

 Call to order – Ronald Farquhar – Vice Chair 

 Recognition of Sponsors 

 Approval of minutes from the 2015 Annual Meeting 

 Election of new members 

 Election of Board members – two-year terms 

 Chairman’s report – Year’s actions and progress on The MSMR Strategic Plan 

 Auditor’s report   

 Financial condition and budget 

 Legislation – Patrick Huntington, JD, Massachusetts Bay Associates 

 Major projects and goals for FY2017 

 Student Competition results 

 New business from the floor 
 
Thanks to Our Generous Sponsors 
Gold 
 

 
 
Silver Sponsor 

 
 
 
Bronze Sponsors 
 

   
 
Founding members of Partners Healthcare 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Copper Sponsors 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Friend Sponsors 
 

Paul T. Clark. Esq. 
Patricia A. Preisig, PhD 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 Division of Comparative Medicine 
 



 
 

 
Levenson Award Sponsor 
 

 
 
 
Meeting minutes from the prior Annual Meeting of Members 
Please review the minutes at this link: http://msmr.org/?p=840 or http://msmr.org/materials-for-the-
2016-annual-meeting-of-members-business-session/  
 
Election of New Members 

• Artugen Therapeutics Ltd. 
• bluebird bio 
• Clear H2O 
• Digital Paradigms, Inc. 
• Merrimack Pharmaceuticals 
• Spero Therapeutics 
• Acton-Boxborough Regional High School 
• Assabet Valley Regional Technical High School 
• Gloucester Biotechnology Academy 
• Medford Vocational Technical High School 
• Norfolk County Agricultural High School 
• Worcester Technical High School 

 

Election of Board Members – 2-year terms 
• Charles T. Alagero, Esq. – Massachusetts Medical Society 
• Thomas J. Andrews, MS – Alexandria Real Estate Equities 
• William Barbo, MBA, MS – Charles River Laboratories 
• Lynne H. Brum – Metabolix 
• Paul T. Clark, Esq. – Clark & Elbing, LLP 
• James G. Fox, DVM – Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
• Kathryn Holthaus, MS, MA – Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
• Lynne R. Jackson, DVM – Mispro Biotech Services 
• Kirby L. Johnson, PhD – Tufts University 
• Mark H. Johnson, MBA – AbbVie 
• David Lee-Parritz, DVM – Tufts Cummings Veterinary School 
• Marsha A Moses, PhD – Boston Children’s Hospital 
• Patricia Ann Preisig, PhD – Yale University 
• Deborah Ann Siwik, PhD – Boston University 

 
Chairman’s Report – Progress on The MSMR Strategic Plan 
 

ORGANIZATION 
1. Establish new Board committees.  

a. Membership Development Committee specifically for member identification, cultivation 
and recruitment.  

b. Program Committee (to advise and assist the Biomedical Research Advisory Committee 
(BRAC) and provide special expertise, experience and reach that may not be 
incorporated into the BRAC 

http://msmr.org/?p=840
http://msmr.org/materials-for-the-2016-annual-meeting-of-members-business-session/
http://msmr.org/materials-for-the-2016-annual-meeting-of-members-business-session/


 
 

c. Awards Committee (e.g., Biomedical Research Day honorees, Annual Meeting speakers) 

d. Government Affairs Committee to create actions and messaging around bills in the 
legislatures and activities of interest in the state executive branches.  

e. Finance Committee 

f. Education Committee (Grades 6-12, community colleges) 

g. Public Affairs Committee 

h. Board development, recruit one education specialist and one ranking individual in the 
medical device field or CRO as Board seats become available, to be followed by a vendor 
or affiliate member. 

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT (MEMBER SERVICES/COLLABORATION) Strategic Goal: Be the primary 
regional resource for biomedical animal lab programs and be a valued resource in the biomedical 
research field 

2. Establish a mechanism for bringing ideas to our current committee for developing new 
programs. 

3. Develop two new workshops, two to four new webinars and one new on-line course.  

4. Continue to seek collaborations for events and for buy-sell opportunities.  

5. Hire a program development specialist.  

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT (MESSAGING, COLLABORATION, RESOURCES) Strategic Goals: (i) Be the 
primary regional resource for biomedical animal lab programs and be a valued resource in the 
biomedical research field. (ii) Be a valued regional resource for public awareness and legislative support 
in the biomedical research field. (iii) Be a valued regional resource for enhanced national collaboration. 

6. Find ways to market “IACUCs & IBCs” training better and more broadly.  

7. Hire a business development specialist.  

8. Work with SUBR and its partners on strong messaging.  

EDUCATION Strategic Goal: Be a valued regional K – 16 resource for learning about biomedical research.  
9. Hire an education specialist to support all of MSMR’s educational mission.  

10. Create a membership category for secondary schools and two-year colleges.  

❶ Change MSMR’s name (to the New England Society for Medical Research (NESMR)). 

① Regardless the name, we will do a complete re-make of our website to reflect the best current 
practices in on-line presence.  

New Member Category description:
High School Member No annual fee 
 MSMR e-UPDATE©  
 MSMR Annual Meeting of Members (2 

faculty) 
 MSMR Laboratory Animal Enrichment 

Symposium (2 faculty) 
 Biomedical Research Day Honors (2 

faculty) 

 No-fee registration On-line IACUC 
Member training program (1 faculty) 

 No-fee registration at MSMR-
produced webinars (2 faculty) 

 Representation on the MSMR 
Education Committee (1 faculty) 

 Student participation on a space-
available basis

 
Auditor’s Report – Daniel F. Friel, CPA 
Please see below 



 
 

 
 
  



 
 

 
  



 
 

 
  



 
 

 
  



 
 

  



 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 

 
Financial Condition and Proposed FY2017 Budget  
Financial condition June 16, 2016 and June 15, 2015 

 
Proposed FY2017 Budget 

    
Cash 6/16/16 6/15/15 

PayPal   $10,534 $10,063 

Santander Checking  $29,013 $29,256 

Santander Money Market  $222,643 $230,099 

Total Cash   $262,190 $269,418  
 

Receivable 

Dues  $26,750 $41,760 

Non-Dues  $24,017 $25,946 

Total Receivable  $50,767 $67,706 
  

Total of Cash + Receivable  $312,957 $337,124 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 
  



 
 

 
 
Legislation – Patrick Huntington, JD, Massachusetts Bay Associates 

SB 876 – Private Cause of Action to Prevent the Cruel & Inhumane Treatment of Animals 

This bill would allow any individual, including those who have no legal interest or possession rights in 
an animal, to bring a private cause of action for the protection and humane treatment of animals. The 
action may be brought against any individual or entity that has possession of an animal and is believed 
to have engaged in cruel or inhumane treatment of an animal or animals.  

Status: The Committee on The Judiciary held a public hearing on October 21, 2015. On April 4, 2016 
the committee placed this bill into a committee study order which effectively ends the consideration 
of this bill for the current legislative session. 

HB 224– An Act to Establish a Subsidiary Board for Veterinary Technology 

This bill seeks to create a Subsidiary Board of Veterinary Technology under the Board of Registration in 
Veterinary Medicine. It would require licensed veterinary technicians to hold an associate or bachelor 
degree in veterinary technology from an institution accredited by the American Veterinary Medical 
Association. All employed, non-licensed veterinary technicians who have not received or enrolled to 
obtain a formal degree by January 1, 2018 would be prohibited from working as a veterinary 
technician but could perform the duties of veterinary assistant.  Technicians who work at research 
institutions would be exempt from the educational requirements of this section.  The research 
institution would be required to be accredited by AALAC.  MSMR opposes this restrictive accreditation 
requirement and supports the use of the current definition of research definition that is contained in 
C. 140, S. 136A of the General Laws.   

Status: The Committee on Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure held a public hearing on 
June 2, 2015. On March 16, 2016 the committee placed this bill into a committee study order.  

HB 1385 – An Act Establishing a Public Registry of Animal Abusers 

This bill seeks to create an Animal Abuser Registry Board within the Criminal History System Board.  
The Board would be responsible for maintaining a central computerized registry of all animal abusers 
who have been found to have violated the animal cruelty statutes of Massachusetts or any other 
state.  A convicted animal abuser will be required to register with the sheriff of the county in which 
the abuser is located. The abuser must provide personal information, the name of his or her employer 
and a list of the animal abuse convictions. Any person who knowingly violates the provisions of this 
proposed law would be guilty of a felony.  The information contained in the registration will be a 
public record and made available to the public through internet, telephone and written access. The 
sheriff is directed to contact every residence, school, humane society, animal shelter and any other 
business within a half mile radius of the animal abuser’s residence or location.   

Status: The Committee on The Judiciary held a public hearing on October 21, 2015. On March 16, 2016 
the committee placed this bill into a committee study order, 

HB 1848 – An Act to Ensure Adequate Care of Animals in Cities and Towns 

This bill amends the current “Cruelty to Animals” statute which would apply the penalties contained in 
MGL, C. 272, S. 77 to a person in custody of an animal who “knowingly and unjustifiably fails to 
provide the animal with veterinary care that result in unnecessary suffering.”  The current statute 
generally deals with actions which over-works, tortures or deprive animals of necessary sustenance.  

 



 
 

Status:  The Committee on Municipalities and Regional Government held a public hearing on January 
21, 2016. On March 16, 2016 the committee placed this bill into a committee study order.  

HB 1945 – Regulating the Siting and Operation of Biological Research Facilities 

This bill would require the Department of Public Health to establish a Biological Agents Registry 
Program for determining the various reporting requirements for biological agents and toxins. The 
entities required to receive this information will include local boards of health, law enforcement 
officials and other public health entities. This bill also establishes a High Containment Biological 
Research Laboratory Health and Safety Program for BSL3 or BSL4 laboratories.  This program shall 
develop standards for siting laboratory locations, as well as for their operation, maintenance, security, 
oversight and the inspection of such laboratories. The program will also develop plans for the 
reporting of any exposure of pathological biological agents to workers or to the general public. Each 
municipality in the Commonwealth shall have the authority to regulate and prohibit high containment 
biological research laboratories within its jurisdiction. 

Status:  The Committee on Public Health held a public hearing on May 5, 2015. On March 15, 2016 the 
committee placed this bill into a committee study order. 

Legislation in the other New England states and New York 

Connecticut 
HB 5344 - Animal advocates - permits the use of animal advocates in certain legal proceedings 
relating to neglected or cruelly treated animals. Public hearing 2/24/16. Joint favorable substitute filed 
with legislative commissioner’s office. (3/29/16). Recommended to be held for further study and 
referred to office of legislative research and office of fiscal analysis (04/12/16). File #591. Voted on an 
passed by House and Senate and signed into law by the Governor (6/1/16). 

New Hampshire 
HB 1615 - Regulating the transfer of dogs from out of state - Defines Animal Importers and lays out 
requirements and restrictions. Currently referred for Interim Study. 

New York 
SB 98 - Mandatory adoption - Requires research dogs and cats at certain facilities to be offered for 
adoption through private placement or a non-profit animal rescue and shelter organization. This bill 
has passed the Senate and has been delivered to the Assembly and referred to the Committee on 
Higher Education. Approved by both Houses and delivered to the Governor, 

AB 1679 - Devocalization - Restricts the performance of surgical devocalization procedures on dogs 
and cats. 

AB 343 – Animal crime conviction database - Relates to the creation of a crime database of all 
convictions in New York state of animal cruelty, fighting, neglect, abandonment and mistreatment; 
makes such crime database available to all law enforcement entities, district attorneys, duly 
incorporated humane societies, societies for the prevention of cruelty to animals, dog or cat 
protective associations and animal control officers. Referred to Agriculture. 

AB 346 - Animal abuse task force - establishing a task force to study how to improve investigations of 
animal abuse and enforcement of anti-animal abuse laws. 

Rhode Island 
H 7061 - Relating to dogs - Requires that the sheltering and nourishment of dogs conform to the 
industry standards established by the Tufts animal care and conditions scale regarding outside 
sheltering, proper nourishment, sanitary conditions, and physical condition. Now with the House 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2016/TOB/h/2016HB-05344-R00-HB.htm
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/billText.aspx?id=831&txtFormat=html
http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&bn=S00098&term=2015&Text=Y
http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&Text=Y&term=2015&bn=A01679
http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A00343&term=2015&Text=Y
http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&Text=Y&term=2015&bn=A00346
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText16/HouseText16/H7061.htm


 
 

Health Education and Welfare Committee and scheduled for a hearing on 2/24/16. Unlikely to affect 
research but could, in a stretch. 

H 7414 - Animal abuser registry - Creates the "Animal Abuser Registry Act" which would require all 
persons convicted of animal abuse to register with an online registry to be established and maintained 
by the attorney general's office. Referred to House Judiciary Committee - recommends hold for 
further study. 

H 7324 - Unlawful confinement - This act would make changes to and clarify the definition of what 
constitutes unlawful confinement of a "Covered animal", to include any sow during gestation, calf 
raised for veal or egg-laying hen kept on a farm, and would apply them throughout the chapter 
accordingly. Referred to the Committee on the Environment and Natural Resources. 

S 2657 - Relating to animals and animal husbandry - cruelty to animals - Increases the penalties for 
animal cruelty if the animal dies as a result. Exempts research universities, colleges and hospitals if 
they are licensed or inspected by the USDA or the Public Health Service. Does not exempt businesses. 
Referred to the Judiciary committee. Placed on Senate Calendar (4/26). 

H 7831 – Relating to animals and animal husbandry - This act would raise the level of care required 
for animals being offered for sale and in facilities holding stray animals. It would increase penalties for 
those who mistreat animals in such facilities. Exempts “research laboratories or facilities of any 
hospital, college or university within the state.” Recommended for passage. (3/29/16) and placed on 
House calendar. 

H 7958 – Animal Advocates -  In any case, before any court, in which the custody or wellbeing of an 
animal is at issue, the court shall appoint an animal advocate to make recommendations regarding the 
welfare of the animal. Exempts facilities licensed by the USDA or with a PHS assurance. House 
Judiciary Committee hearing 3/30/16 – committee recommends hold for further study. Approved by 
both houses and signed by the Governor. 

Vermont 
H 512 - Adequate shelter of cats and dogs - Introduced on 1/5/16 by Representative John 
Bartholomew and currently referred to the committee on Agriculture & Forest Products. It defines 
adequate care along several dimensions shelter, food, water. According to NABR's, analysis, this bill 
would not fall under the research exemption in Vermont. 4/19/2016 S Favorable report with proposal 
of amendment by Committee on Judiciary. 

 
Major Projects and Goals for 2016 

To implement the Strategic Plan items and to completely redesign and relaunch the MSMR website. 
 

 
Student Competition Results 

1 entry to the Level I (middle school) competition from 1 home school student 
88 entries to the Level II (high school) competition from 6 schools 
 

Most of the winning students and their parents and teachers will be honored at the Luncheon 
beginning at noon. Poster versions of their work are displayed in the foyer of the Huntington 
Ballroom. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText16/HouseText16/H7414.htm
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText16/HouseText16/H7324.htm
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText16/SenateText16/S2657.htm
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText16/HouseText16/H7831.htm
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText16/HouseText16/H7958.htm
http://services.statescape.com/SSBillText/VT20152016/VT_20152016_HB_000512_Current_6808.pdf


 
 

 
Miscellaneous 

Basic statistics for www.MSMR.org and for www.WhatAYear.org  
 

www.WhatAYear.org  
 

 
 
 

www.MSMR.org  

 

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500
1

/2
0

1
1

4
/2

0
1

1

7
/2

0
1

1

1
0

/2
0

1
1

1
/2

0
1

2

4
/2

0
1

2

7
/2

0
1

2

1
0

/2
0

1
2

1
/2

0
1

3

4
/2

0
1

3

7
/2

0
1

3

1
0

/2
0

1
3

1
/2

0
1

4

4
/2

0
1

4

7
/2

0
1

4

1
0

/2
0

1
4

1
/2

0
1

5

4
/2

0
1

5

7
/2

0
1

5

1
0

/2
0

1
5

1
/2

0
1

6

P
ag

e 
vi

ew
s 

U
n

iq
u

e 
V

is
it

o
rs

 

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

30,000

35,000

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

Unique Visitors Page Views

http://www.msmr.org/
http://www.whatayear.org/
http://www.whatayear.org/
http://www.msmr.org/

